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Professor Whitehead, in Adventures of Ideas, maintains
that ' a society is to be termed civilized whose members
participate in the five qualities : Truth, Beauty, Adventure,
Art and Peace'.
The vital condition of active participation carries with
it necessary knowledge and, in one of its manifold forms,
the schools, as civilizating agents, must supply it. Yet,
if it is true that the child should be the seeker after know-
ledge—and so, surely a ' participator in Adventure', it
is he only who can determine in which form he needs it,
he only who can be sure of what knowledge, at least for the
present, is worth while.
Yet this problem is almost entirely solved by parents
and teachers. Occasionally, sometimes even late in the
university course, the pupil rebels and takes his education
into his own hands ; but the majority of children are so
helpless and necessarily ignorant, so willing to assume that
* learning ' is a sort of medicine that it is wise to swallow
as quickly and as cheerfully as possible, that they take
what is given them and make use of and enjoy some small
fraction of it. This does not imply that most children dis-
like school life, for they don't. In many cases friendly
teachers, pleasant companions and plenty of occupation
make the day pass pleasantly and in comparison home
seems dull. In other cases either certain sections of the
work—the all-round rather bookish child scores here over
the child with special aptitude—and the games compensate
for less liked or disliked parts of the curriculum. As noth-
ing is more pleasant than success and the approval of one's
elders, the child whom the curriculum of the average
school partially suits, enjoys his school-days.
Yet if one talks over the question with even good ex-
scholars some seven years after they have left behind them
such childish things as examinations, time after time,
though full of praise of their own school and the way they
were taught, they frankly confess to having forgotten all

